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Synopsis

If you're just getting started with Perl, this is the book you wantA¢a —-a swhether you're a
programmer, system administrator, or web hacker. Nicknamed "the Llama" by two generations of
users, this bestseller closely follows the popular introductory Perl course taught by the authors since
1991. This 6th edition covers recent changes to the language up to version 5.14.Perl is suitable for
almost any task on almost any platform, from short fixes to complete web applications. Learning
Perl teaches you the basics and shows you how to write programs up to 128 lines

longA¢a —a eroughly the size of 90% of the Perl programs in use today. Each chapter includes
exercises to help you practice what you've just learned. Other books may teach you to program in
Perl, but this book will turn you into a Perl programmer.Topics include:Perl data and variable types
Subroutines File operations Regular expressions String manipulation (including Unicode) Lists and

sorting Process management Smart matching Use of third party modules
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Customer Reviews

Making Easy Things Easy and Hard Things Possible

Randal L. Schwartz is a two-decade veteran of the software industry. He is skilled in software
design, system administration, security, technical writing, and training. Randal has coauthored the
"must-have" standards: Programming Perl, Learning Perl, Learning Perl for Win32 Systems, and

Effective Perl Learning, and is a regular columnist for WebTechniques, PerformanceComputing,



SysAdmin, and Linux magazines. He is also a frequent contributor to the Perl newsgroups, and has
moderated comp.lang.perl.announce since its inception. His offbeat humor and technical mastery
have reached legendary proportions worldwide (but he probably started some of those legends
himself). Randal’'s desire to give back to the Perl community inspired him to help create and provide
initial funding for The Perl Institute. He is also a founding board member of the Perl Mongers
(perl.org), the worldwide Perl grassroots advocacy organization. Since 1985, Randal has owned
and operated Stonehenge Consulting Services, Inc. Randal can be reached for comment at
merlyn@stonehenge.com or (503) 777-0095, and welcomes questions on Perl and other related
topics.brian d foy is a prolific Perl trainer and writer, and runs The Perl Review to help people use
and understand Perl through educational, consulting, code review, and more. He’s a frequent
speaker at Perl conferences. He’s the co-author of Learning Perl, Intermediate Perl, and Effective
Perl Programming, and the author of Mastering Perl. He was been an instructor and author for
Stonehenge Consulting Services from 1998 to 2009, a Perl user since he was a physics graduate
student, and a die-hard Mac user since he first owned a computer. He founded the first Perl user
group, the New York Perl Mongers, as well as the Perl advocacy nonprofit Perl Mongers, Inc., which
helped form more than 200 Perl user groups across the globe. He maintains the perlfaq portions of
the core Perl documentation, several modules on CPAN, and some stand-alone scripts.Tom
Phoenix has been working in the field of education since 1982. After more than thirteen years of
dissections, explosions, work with interesting animals, and high-voltage sparks during his work at a
science museum, he started teaching Perl classes for Stonehenge Consulting Services, where he’s
worked since 1996. Since then, he has traveled to many interesting locations, so you might see him
soon at a Perl Mongers’ meeting. When he has time, he answers questions on Usenet’s
comp.lang.perl.misc and comp.lang.perl.moderated newsgroups, and contributes to the
development and usefulness of Perl. Besides his work with Perl, Perl hackers, and related topics,
Tom spends his time on amateur cryptography and speaking Esperanto. His home is in Portland,

Oregon.

| am a computer professional, but not a programmer. | took a C++ course in college, 10 years ago,
and in the last couple years | have taken up Bash scripting. | figured | could probably do more if |
learned a real language, instead of just playing with Bash.This book did not disappoint. It's been
excellent. It takes a very practical approach to educating the reader on the mechanics of Perl,
focusing on cumulative knowledge as the chapters move along. The text is reasonably engaging,

and the material moves at a good pace - not too fast and not too slow. The exercises at the end of



the chapters help reinforce the material, and even includes estimates of how long the programming
should take. It clearly articulates differences between Perl versions without droning on incessantly
about tiny nuances. It is riddled with footnotes for more advanced users to help them understand
more and more exceptions to basic rules, as they are initially taught by the text.To be clear, this
book isn’t a book that teaches how to program. If you're looking for something that covers
procedural logic, this is not the book for you. However, | would suspect that even someone without a
deep computer background, but just a strong willingness to learn, would find this book beneficial.If
you ARE a programmer, you might find it a bit novice, and the pace a little slow - maybe not though,
maybe you should just absorb the material faster and fly through the chapters. It's hard for me to
say.lt was exactly what | was looking for, and after some more practice, | believe | may be moving

on toA A Intermediate Perl.

Love this book. | set myself at a pace to read about 10 pages a day and that seemed to be a good
pace for me. Soaked in the material very well and | love the exercises. | have a few minor gripes but
nothing worth docking a star for. For example they occasionally use features you haven't learned
yet without explaining, there are a couple things | don’t think they spend enough time on or make
you practice enough (eg: working with filehandles) and | think toward the end of the book they got a
little bit lazy with the exercises. Also you'll hate the flintstones by the end of the book.Those gripes
aside this is a fantastic way to learn Perl. The first script | wrote after finishing the book was over

500 lines and automated a painful task | had to do every day at work.

Ten years ago, when | got my first Systems Analysis job, my manager told me to learn Perl. | bought
Learning Perl and devoured it. In the years that followed, | added other Perl titles from O’reilly to my
library as | cranked out everything from conventional Perl scripts to full blown diesel-powered, object
oriented, state machines to auto-generate and publish DDS messages from xml templates and
IDLs. Even after a decade of Perl scripting, Learning Perl continues to be my most-used Perl
resource. If | could only have one Perl book, Learning Perl would be it. It is well written, practical,

and includes a good index. The pages of my copy are dog-eared and thumb-worn.

This is perfect for Perl newbies, but it does not cover the new features such as OO. You can cover

those by reading "Modern Perl" which can be accessed by on-line with no cost.

This book is a fair introduction to the world of Perl and the depths of the dark twisted psyche that is



the mind of Larry Wall. (As an aside, | have never before touched a programming language that has
been as willfully perverse as Perl, but that is by design and surprisingly works to make the
experienced coder’s life easier). It is a decent starting point, although it is a bit too verbose at times.
In my mind, the biggest flaw of this book is that the code examples lack explicit blocks listing the
output for given code snippets and a lack of how variables have actually been defined. There are
also cases where the authors decided to be cute instead of clear - the most recent example |
stumbled upon was a string labeled as a "Coke\tSprite" producing a Coke, a Tab and a Sprite. While
this is good for a snigger, I'm not sure it's worth the extra mental effort required to process it. There
are more concise introductions online, but this does not make a bad starting point, especially if you
have little prior programming experience. The exercises provided are very helpful to start developing

a feeling of progress in learning the language.

| buy so many electronics from | feel like | need to review the book for its construction. Like
"Excellent binding, pages were not torn."As for actual content it is complete, has several advances
topics and is worded nicely. It doesn’t measure up to some of the other O’Reilly books in some
spots. Most notably it doesn’t hilight how to install Perl (I normally have the stuff installed
beforehand, | just noticed it wasn’t there this time around).I'd recommend this book to anyone who
wants to learn Perl, its clear, and it uses a realatively recent version of Perl as compared with its
competitors and has some fallow-up books by the same publisher, should you want to further your

learning.

This book is very good, and by far the best Perl book1. it has emphasized a lot on perl principle:2. it
compares a lot of different usage and lead you to know how and why3. it has a lot of informationl
have ever bought another perl book "beginning perl by Jame Lees", and read about it. Though the
latter is a good book, it has not touched why and how to use perl when there are choices. That has
forced me to continue to search for another book.Actually | find this book by luck. | had attended
some perl training program, and it has touched a lot more in-depth about perl. Then | found this
book is one of the two major reference book.The only drawback is that the book can be more
compact by cutting those verbose sentences. So, | am skipping a lot of readings by jumping from

examples to examples to understand concepts, why and how to use perl.
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